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1. Crocodile Listens, by April Sayre, illus. by JoEllen Stammen. Greenwillow, 0-688-16505-2, $15.89.
A hungry crocodile listens for a special sound from her nesting place. Includes factual information about Nile crocodiles. 

2. Father, We Thank You, by Ralph Waldo Emerson, illus. by Mark Graham. SeaStar, 1-58717-072-8, $15.95.
This American poet captures the inspiration and beauty of nature in the modest words of a grateful heart.

3. A Fine, Fine School, by Sharon Creech, illus. by Harry Bliss. HarperCollins, 0-06-027736-X, $15.95. 
Mr. Keene loves his school and its students so much that he decides to extend the school week, and eventually, the school year.

4. Hank Aaron: Brave In Every Way, by Peter Golenbock, illus. by Paul Lee. Harcourt, 0-15-202093-4, $16.00. 
A boy’s determination to play in the major leagues is an inspiration to us all of how strength and perseverance can make a difference.

5. The Hickory Chair, by Lisa Fraustino, illus. by Benny Andrews. Arthur Levine, 0-590-52248-5, $15.95. 
A blind boy tells of his warm relationship with his grandmother and the gift she left him after her death.

6. Love Is…, adapted by Wendy Halperin. Simon & Schuster, 0-689-82980-9, $16.95. 
A beautifully illustrated adaptation of one of the most beloved chapters in the Bible, I Corinthians 13, given to us by the apostle Paul.

7. Nutik, the Wolf Pup, by Jean Craighead George, illus. by Ted Rand. HarperCollins, 0-06-028164-2, $15.95.
A young Eskimo boy cares for a sickly wolf pup, but he is warned by his sister not to fall in love with him.

8. Sailing Home, by Gloria Rand, illus. by Ted Rand. North-South Books, 0-7358-1539-9, $15.95. 
The four Madsen children made their home aboard a four-masted sailing bark that carried cargo all over the world in the 1800s.

9. Special Deliveries, by Alexandra Day and Cooper Edens. HarperCollins, 0-06-205151-2, $15.95. 
Taffy and her family, aided by their fourteen animals, deliver mail for their valley and write to those who do not receive mail regularly.

10. What’s Wrong With Timmy?,  by Maria Shriver, illus. by Sandra Speidel. Warner Books & Little Brown, 0-316-23337-4, $14.95. 
Making friends with a mentally retarded boy helps Kate learn that God puts everyone here on earth for a reason.
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1. Animals Nobody Loves, by Seymour Simon. SeaStar, 1-58717-079-5, $15.95. 
With striking photographs, the author reveals the truth about nature’s grossest, fiercest, most fascinating and yet most misunderstood animals.

2. Bear Dogs: Canines With a Mission, by Ted Wood. Walker, 0-8027-8759-2, $17.85. 
These 50-pound bundles of energy and courage routinely take on 400-pound grizzlies to steer problem bears away from trouble.

3. Born in the Breezes: The Seafaring Life of Joshua Slocum, by Kathryn Lasky, illus. by Walter Krudop. Orchard, 0-439-29305-7, $16.95. 
In 1895, a former sea captain attempts to be the first to sail around the world in his rebuilt sloop.

4. Buddy is a Stupid Name for a Girl, by Willo Davis Roberts. Atheneum, 0-689-81670-7, $16.99. 
When her father disappears mysteriously, Buddy must live with dysfunctional relatives and learns of the whole family’s past secrets.

5. Caleb’s Story, by Patricia MacLachlan. HarperCollins, 0-06-023606-X, $14.89. 
This sequel to Sarah, Plain and Tall and Skylark, focuses on Caleb who finds a mysterious old man in the barn, and forces his father to deal with his past.

6. The Christmas Barn, by C. L. Davis. American Girl, 1-58485-414-6, $14.95. 
In 1930, when a snowstorm destroys their home in the Appalachian Mountains, Roxie and her family move into the barn and celebrate Christmas there.

7. Down Cut Shin Creek: the Pack Horse Librarians of Kentucky, by Kathi Appelt & Jeanne Schmitzer. HarperCollins, 0-06-029135-4, $16.95.
If you were growing up in the 1930s in the mountains of Kentucky, you’d recognize the packhorse librarian by the saddlebags filled with books, one of which might be for you!

8. Fair Weather, by Richard Peck. Dial, 0-8037-2516-7, $16.99.
In 1893, Rosie’s family travel to Chicago to attend a fair and they meet the legendary Buffalo Bill.

9. Fannie in the Kitchen, by Deborah Hopkinson, illus. by Nancy Carpenter. Atheneum, 0-689-81965-X, $16.00. 
Here is the story of how Fannie Farmer invented the modern recipe and created one of the first and best-loved American cookbooks.

10. Fly High!: The Story of Bessie Coleman, by Louise Borden & Mary Kay Kroeger, illus. by Teresa Flavin. Simon & Schuster, 0-689-82457-2, $16.99. 
This book discusses the life of the determined African American woman who went all the way to France in order to earn her pilot’s license in 1921.

11. Fur-ever yours, Booker Jones, by Betsy Duffey. Viking, 0-670-89287-4, $15.99. 
Booker Jones turns to his writing once again to deal with the stress of his parents’ decision to vacation together, leaving family and laundry behind.

12. Gleam & Glow, by Eve Bunting, illus. by Peter Sylvada. Harcourt, 0-15-202596-0, $16.00. 
After his home is destroyed by war, eight-year-old Viktor finds hope in the survival of two very special fish. This story is based on true events.

13. The Good Dog, by Avi. Atheneum, 0-689-83824-7, $16.00. 
McKinley, a malamute, is torn between the domestic world of his human family and the wild world of a wolf named Lupin, as he tries to increase his wolf pack. 

14. The Great Whale of Kansas, by Richard Jennings. Houghton Mifflin, 0-618-10228-0, $15.99. 
While digging a hole in his back yard, a Kansas boy finds the fossilized remains of a huge prehistoric animal, bringing fame and controversy.

15. Love, Ruby Lavender, by Deborah Wiles. Harcourt, 0-15-202314-3-hb, 0-15-204568-6-pb, $16.99/$5.95.
While her grandmother spends the summer in Hawaii, Ruby learns self-reliance by writing letters and befriending a new girl in town.

16. The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere, by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, illus. by Christopher Bing. Handprint, 1-929766-13-0, $17.95. 
In his magnificent interpretation of Longfellow’s famous poem, Mr. Bing seamlessly weaves history and imagination into a rich portrait of an American hero.

17. Saving Lilly, by Peg Kehret. Minstrel, 0-671-03422-7, $16.00. 
A class of sixth-graders tries to save a mistreated elephant from being sold to a hunting park.

18. Stopping to Home, by Lea Wait. Simon & Schuster, 0-689-83832-8, $16.00.
In 1806, orphaned Abigail and her brother Seth find a home with a young widow, and they help her find a way to support them all.

19. The Tomb of the Boy King, by John Frank, illus. by Tom Pohrt. Farrar, 0-374-37674-3, $16.00. 
Rhyming text tells the story of Howard Carter’s efforts to find Tutankhamen’s tomb and of what he discovered in the Valley of the Kings.

20. Westward to Home: Joshua’s Diary, by Patricia Hermes. Scholastic, 0-439-11209-5, $8.95.
 In 1848, Joshua McCullough writes a journal of his family’s journey from Missouri to Oregon in a covered wagon.
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1. Angel on the Square, by Gloria Whelan. HarperCollins, 0-06-029031-5, $16.00. 
In 1914, Katya, the daughter of a lady-in-waiting, sees her safe world fall apart when the Tsar is deposed in war-torn Russia.

2. Get Along, Little Dogies: The Chisholm Trail Diary of Hallie Lou Wells, by Lisa Waller Rogers. Texas Tech Univ. Press, 0-89672-446-8, $14.50. 
Hallie Lou Wells persuades her father to let her go in his place on a cattle drive along the Chisolm Trail in 1878.
3. Missing From Haymarket Square, by Harriette Gillem Robinet. Atheneum, 0-689-83895-6, $16.00. 
Three children in Chicago in 1886 experience the Haymarket Riot in response to the exploitative working conditions.
4. Moonshiner’s Gold, by John Erickson. Viking, 0-670-03502-5, $15.99. 
In 1927, Riley and his grandfather must find a way to save the family ranch from a group of moonshiners and the men behind the operation.
5. The Secret Road, by Robert Nordan. Holiday House, 0-8234-1543-0, $16.95. 
Laura leaves her strict parents’ Georgia plantation to spend the summer with her Quaker relatives and discovers their home is a stop on the Underground Railroad.
6. A Single Shard, by Linda Sue Park. Clarion, 0-395-97827-0, $15.00. 
Tree-ear, an orphan in medieval Korea, lives under a bridge in a potters’ village, and longs to learn how to throw the delicate celadon ceramics himself.
7. Takeoffs and Landings, by Margaret Peterson Haddix. Simon & Schuster, 0-689-83299-0, $16.00. 
Two teenagers begin to overcome their guilt over their father’s death and reconnect with each other and their emotionally distant mother when they accompany her on a two-week speaking tour.
8. Valley of the Moon: the Diary of Maria Rosalia DeMilagros, by Sherry Garland. Scholastic, 0-439-08820-8, $10.95. 
This is the 1845 diary of teenage Maria, servant to a wealthy Spanish family who took her in when her Indian mother died.
9. Walk Across the Sea, by Susan Fletcher. Atheneum, 0-689-84133-7, $16.00. 
Teenage Eliza McCully defies the townspeople and her father to help a Chinese boy who has been kind to her at a time when Chinese immigrants are shunned.
10. The War Within: A Novel of the Civil War, by Carol Matas. Simon & Schuster, 0-689-82935-3, $16.00. 
In 1862, after Union forces expel Hannah’s family from Holly Springs, Mississippi, because they are Jews, Hannah reexamines her views regarding slavery and the war.
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